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IT WAS A SAD day for
pupils, staff and parents
when in March after 40
years teaching at the
school Miss Barbara
Robinson, Headteacher
of St. James R. C.
Primary School, retired. 

Miss Robinson first joined
the school as a teacher in
1966, she became Deputy
Head in 1979 and was
appointed Head Teacher in
1985.

In acknowledgement of
her important contribution
to this excellent Hattersley
school, lots of activities
were organised to mark the

very special occasion of
her retirement. There was a
party in school, where
everyone got to say their
farewells, a special Mass
was conducted by Father
Paul at St. James’ Church
and all the staff from the
school joined Miss
Robinson on a night out for
a farewell meal. 

Miss Robinson explained:
“I’m very sad to be leaving
St. James’ but I’m also very
much looking forward to
visiting Australia and New
Zealand in the not too
distant future.”

All the staff, governors,

ARE YOU A TEENAGE parent with a
child under five? Would you like to
have the support of another parent
who knows what it’s like to cope with
a child 24/7 at the end of a text
message?
Home-Start Tameside has recently
set up a new service called Text-
Buddy where you can get free,
confidential support, advice or

guidance on any issue via a text message. 
There will be a friendly, supportive

volunteer at the other end of your mobile
phone. Whenever you’re unsure of
something or need some advice or just a
friendly word you can just send your
volunteer a text message. 

There’s no face to face contact with your
volunteer unless you ask for it. Volunteers
aren’t workers from any service, they are

parents like you, who know how much of a
struggle it can be bringing up children.  

If you live in the Hattersley area and
think you would benefit from having a
friendly and supportive volunteer at the
end of your mobile phone, contact Angie
Ramsden on 0161 351 9312 or just text
her on 07817 933 041.

parents and children at the
school want to wish Miss
Robinson every happiness
in the future. 

She will also be very much
missed by everyone at St.
James’ Church, which was
acknowledged by the Papal
Blessing she received from
Pope Benedict XVI.
One member of the St.
James’ community described
Miss Robinson as strict but
fair, and very understanding
and patient. In recent years
she has taught the children of
pupils she taught when she
first came to the school and

there aren’t many teachers
that can say that nowadays.
A comment made of Miss
Robinson is: “she never
forgets a pupils name and it
doesn’t matter how long ago
it was when you went to the
school.”

A recent successful
Ofsted inspection is
testament to the quality  of
Miss Robinson’s leadership
of St. James’; she will no
doubt be very much missed
by the whole St. James’
community. 

By Lilian Chappell
Community Reporter

End of an era at
St. James’

Miss Robinson surrounded by the children she
dedicated her working life to

Miss Robinson honored with a Papal Blessing
enjoys her leaving celebrations with colleagues from

education and the Church 

Support at the end of a text for teenage parents
Need some advice or would like to ask a question? It’s easy with Text-Buddy
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Get an 8”x6” (glossy or matt) copy
of your favourite photo from any
edition of the Community News for
just £4.99.
Give us a call at the news room
quoting the picture code number

What do you think of
the Community News?
Let us know by calling  

0161 368 5171

or email us on 
news@hmcm.org.uk

Or pop in 
Monday to Wednesday at

JET Centre, Fields Farm Rd

Hattersley and Mottram 
Community News 

is supported through the 
Neighbourhood Renewal Fund

DEADLINE for articles and
community messages for
future editions 
Edition Deadline
June 11th May
July 8th June
Aug 6th July
If you would like the deadlines
schedule for the next 12
months give Linda a call on the
number below.

It will be assumed, unless otherwise
stated, that any person sending a picture
for publication in the Community News is
also giving absolute authority for
Hattersley & Mottram Community Media
to use the picture for income generation
purposes through the sale of copies of
the photographs or for use in other
promotional materials.  

Policy regarding
photographs submitted
to the Community News

Book the digital camera
to take a picture for the
Community News

give Linda a
call on the
number above

Clues Across                                
2. Blanches son-in-law
6. Married to Jack
7. Daughter of Sarah Platt
9. Charlie’s killer

11. The Undertaker
13. Corner shop daughter
16. I don’t really know ex Character
17. Present Landlady
18. Daughter of Blanche
22. Mr Brennan ex character
23. Audrey’s first hubby
25. Charlie’s bit on the side
26. She was a he
28. Lloyd’s ex girlfriend
32. Kevs wife
33 Opposite of Cher
34. Daughter of 32 across
35. Kennel man
37. Anthony Cotton character
38. Daughter of 32 across
39. Roses are red ------s are blue
41. Chesney’s new dad
43. The card sender
44. Jasons mum
48. A Connor
49. 22 across ex wife
50. Jamie’s mum
51. First landlady of the Rovers

Clues Down
1.   The Duckworth’s son            
3.   Ritas shop partner
4.   Sarah's mum
5.   Michelle’s real name
8.   She's a Sullivan

10.  Dead builder                         
12.  Corner shop owner
14.  Gail’s first hubby
15.  Her last name is Hunt
19.  Richard crow-barred her
20.  Café owner
21.  Deirdre’s first hubby
24.  Chesney’s sister
27.  Les’s eife
28.  The garage owner
29.   Robot Wars presenter 
30.   He’s the lad
31.   Monicaa owner
36.   Danny’s don
37.   Rovers owner
38.   Gail’s daughter
40.   Bill
42.   Danny’s dad
45.   He was killed in the factory
46.   Worker at the corner shop
47.   A Connor

Try this Coronation
Street themed
crossword sent in by
resident Mr Arthur
Fenton

Andrew takes crossword
prizes IT SEEMS THE crosswords

included in the March edition of
the Community News, requested
by Mrs Woodward, proved a
little too difficult for our readers
as only one completed entry
was received by us at the news
room. 

Mr Andrew Davies, of Fields
Farm Road, won two £20
vouchers, one voucher for each of
of the two crosswords.

The winning prize vouchers were
provided by Hattersley
Neighhourhood Partnership who
sponsored the Crossword
competition. When we rang
Andrew to tell him of his win he
asked for Argos vouchers, which
he then promised to his wife Kelly.  

As Andrew was ill on the day he
was to receive his prize (we hope
you’re better now Andrew) it was
Kelly who came to be presented
with them at the JET Centre.    

“Andrew always manages to get
out of everything. I’ll be using the
vouchers to get some equipment I
need for the hairdressing course
I’m doing at Tameside College”
said Kelly.”

Unfortunately receiving only one
entry has made it a little difficult to
get further sponsorship of the
competition so there won’t be any
more prizes for a while. 

But thanks to Mrs Duxbury for
sending in her completed
crossword from last months
edition, which several people have
reported they found a little to
difficult too. 

We hope you find this Coronation
Street themed crossword fun. We
wouldn’t normally print a
crossword this large, so make the
most of it all you crossword fiends. 

Please do send us your
completed entries you never know
if we get enough we might manage
to persuade someone to sponsor it
again.

Kelly picks up husband Andrew’s
winning prize vouchers

Answers to the crossword in the April edition
Across 1.Invent  4.Buses 7. Aircushion 8. Edit 9. Meter 11.Treadle
13.Elevate 15.Fused 17.Scar 18.Apprentice 20.Towel 21. Citrus
Down 1.Invest 2.Exit 3.Tactile 4.Besom 5.Ski 6.Senor 7.Airers
10.Trance 12.Elastic 14.Errors 15.Feast 16.Dwell 17.Scut 19.Paw

1 2 3 4 5
6 7

8 9 10
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13 14
15 16
17

18 19
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THANKS TO ASHTON Operatic
Society, four readers of the
Community News including myself
and my friend Sylvia, got to see a
magical performance of Fiddler on
the Roof at the Tameside Hippodrome
in March.

What a great night we had, from the
opening scene to the last, the audience
was in for a treat. The
clear diction meant not
a word was missed and
it was so pleasant to
listen to the songs from
singers with such good
voices. 

Every scene was as
good as the previous
one and all the actors
showed humour, pathos
and the simplicity of
their lives. I didn’t want
the show to end, I
wanted to know more
about the villagers and their life. Sylvia
admitted to a lump in her throat on
more than one occasion.

Four Hattersley residents, including
Sheila Stoddard and Lillian Lowe, were
originally meant to see the show, but at
the last minute the other two people
had to pull out. That’s when I was
contacted by the news team to see if

we would like the tickets.
Sheila thought it was a wonderful

performance and a great night out. “I
was surprised to see people I knew on
the stage. I saw resident Mandy
Mallinson and was very surprised to
see ex Hattersley resident Steve Gee”
said Sheila.

Community News editor Muriel
explained: “It is thanks to
Mandy that we received the
four free tickets for our
readers to see the
performance, kindly donated
by Ashton Operatic Society.

“After speaking to the
ladies that went along to see
the show, my advice would
be to make sure you watch
out for their next
performance. It certainly
turned out to be a wonderful
experience and fantastic
night out for our readers.

“I’d also like to thank Tameside Taxis,
who generously provided the transport
to and from the show completely free of
charge so our readers could relax
knowing everything was in hand.”

One of the new courses will
take place at St. Barnabas on
a Wednesday from 10am till
12pm and the other will be
taking place on Tuesday’s at
the Community Centre from
1pm till 3pm.

It will be more fun 
than you think

Chambers Court resident
Joan Haycock said: “I’m not
sure I’ll be able to understand
it all but I’m having a really
good time.”

Mottram resident Anne
Phillips, who joined the
course with her husband and
daughter told us: “Gordon’s
been trying to get me to use
the internet for ages but I
wasn’t interested but I’ve
really enjoyed this class.”

Both courses run over four
weeks and are designed at a
pace that’s suitable for senior
residents, so there’s no need
to worry about being left
behind.

You can find out about

what’s going on in the local
area, what’s on at the
cinema, how to shop online,
book holidays and email
friends and relatives,
wherever they are.

Call us to join the 
new courses

It’s a lot easier than you
think, so sign up now by
calling Dawn on 0161 368
5171. If you need transport to
get to the sessions we can
arrange that for you, all you
have to do is give us a call.

Hattersley & Mottram
Community Media is able
to provide these courses
thanks to funding from the
Neighbourhood Learning in
Deprived Communities fund.
As well as courses for senior
residents, the funding is
supporting training on making
the most of Hattersley
Community Network’s web
site hattersleyonline.co.uk.

THE SENIOR RESIDENTS ‘Internet for Beginners’
courses that are taking place at Chambers Court and the
Cyber Café are proving such a great success that a
further two courses will be starting in May.

Gordon & Joan talk through the course 
at Chambers Court with tutor Dawn Mines

Silver Surfer
Learners L

BE WARY OF men in a
white van going around the
estate, who appear to be
targeting our community’s
older residents and
charging extortionate rates
for gardening.

There have been
reports that these
people have said they
have been sent round

by Peak Valley Housing
Association but this is
not the case. Do not let
these people in your
home or give them
permission to do your
garden. 

If there are any incidents
that concern you or you
have some questions
about community safety,

then give Elsie and the
team a call at the
Community Safety
Resource Centre a
call on 0161 882 9285

If you feel in danger
then don’t hesitate to
call the police on their
emergency number
999.

Watch out gardening Con Men
Community Safety Message

Senior residents give us a call and
get your internet L plates

THERE’S ALWAYS a
celebration or two going
on at the Thursday Dance
group at the Community
Centre but April saw more
than the usual number of
parties.

The Dance group
celebrated Lillian Lowe’s
80th birthday and Margaret
Dean’s 75th birthday, while,
Alysia and Laurie Bottoms
and Marjorie and Frank
Walters celebrated their
Wedding Anniversaries.

If you like to enjoy a good
time and quite like the idea
of a dance too, join the
dance group every
Thursday from 1pm till 3pm
at the Community Centre. 

You don’t need a partner
just go along there’s always
a friendly face to talk to.

Magical performance 
by Ashton Operatic Society

By Margaret Doherty
Community Reporter

There’s always a party at the
Thursday Dance group

THE LADIES WHO attend the Time For Yourself Group,
held every Thursday morning at Melandra, Hattersley
Childrens Centre, held a coffee morning for Comic Relief
and raised £101.51. 

Everyone took part, even the children. There were cakes, tea and coffee
for sale and each customer was asked for a small donation. Everyone who
took part had a good time and the event was a great success.

By Leanne Cooke
Community Reporter 

Time for Yourself fundraise
for Comic Relief

CCOOMMIICCRREELLIIEEFF
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THE THURSDAY DANCE
Group hosted the annual
Easter Bonnet competition on
29th March at Hattersley
Community Centre and there
was a splendid array of hats
from everyone who entered. 

The children from Melandra
SureStart Children’s Centre
joined in, all parading their hats
for the judges, that included
Chris Haynes from Hattersley
Neighbourhood Partnership. The
judges had a difficult decision to
make, so all the children
received an Easter egg for
taking part. 

Community Centre manager,
Gail McGuire again organised
her annual Easter Egg collection
for children in hospital. Thanks
to all her hard work, powers of
persuasion and the generosity of
local people more than 75
Easter eggs and colouring
books with crayons, for those
children that can’t have
chocolate, were taken by Point 2
Point to the Children’s Ward at
Tameside Hospital and the
Family Unit of Newton Social
Services. 
By Margaret Doherty
Community Reporter

DO YOU KNOW about
Chambers Court on
Longdale Drive in
Mottram? As well as a
sheltered housing
scheme, there’s also a
very active social centre
where there’s lots going
on, including a
Luncheon Club on
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday.  

At the Luncheon Club at
Easter, they held their own
Easter Bonnet competition,
which saw several lunch guests
join in. Pat, who does the
armchair aerobics there on a
Wednesday, did the judging and
Eileen Morrow from Tameside
Court won a lovely box of Marks
& Spencer biscuits.

At the coffee morning
organised on the Thursday,
where Chambers Court
residents were treated to hot
cross buns, the standard of
Easter Bonnets was so high that
it was impossible to choose a
winner, so everyone who
entered won a large Easter egg
donated by New Charter
Housing Association.

If you would like to know more
about what goes on at Chambers
Court then give me a call on
01457 764018. You don’t have
to be a resident here to get
involved and enjoy the fun, you
just have to be of a certain age,
mature that is. If I don’t answer
my phone when you ring then
please leave a message, I’m
probably on my rounds and I will
ring you back.

We do all kinds of things both
in the centre and out and about
on trips. Go on, give me a call
you will be most welcome. 

It was a very
Happy Easter

Residents of all ages got in to
the spirit of the Easter Bonnet

compeition

Tiny tot in her Easter bonnet

and at Chambers Court

Residents put on their best 
Easter Bonnets

at the Community
Centre

By Josie Latouche
Community Reporter

Holiday at Home is a special three day break full of
interest and activities for everyone

Activities Include
Indoor cricket
Snooker
Darts
Visiting Puppets
Flower arranging
Card making

Cookery
Exercises (gentle)
Scrabble
Jigsaws
Dominoes
Calligraphy

Do something you’re good at – or learn something new!
Cost:
There is no specific charge for any day but donations, if
insisted upon, will not be refused!

Each day starts at 10.00am and ends at 3.00pm
and a light lunch is included

When & Where
Tuesday 5th, Wednesday 6th
& Thursday 7th June
at Hattersley Baptist Church, Melandra Crescent
Thursday will be a day trip to North Wales

Booking – Important
Yes you can bring a friend but we do need to know in
advance (any other holiday would, wouldn’t it?)
You can confirm it personally or a phone call will do, just
give Shirley a call on 01457-763472

Holiday at Home
2007

But without the worst…Like the hassle of packing,
travelling & cold greasy chips

It includes all the best things of a holiday…Like friends,
food, fun & new things to do

Enjoy a great holiday
right here in Hattersley

FOLLOWING the morning service
on Sunday March 11th there was a
blessing of the new cross on the
front wall of St Barnabas Church.

The Blessing was the culmination of
the work of around 10 members of the
congregation, who have spent many
creative, enjoyable hours working with
the Revd Akker, putting together the
piece of mosaic art work. 

The cross, which is dedicated to the
memory of Jack Conway, a former
member of St Barnabas Church,
marks the end of the work on the new
front of the Church, which has taken
two years to complete.

Blessing for St. Barnabas Cross

David Bentley, Derek Akker &
Pam Whittaker admire

Church’s new cross

Need a guest speaker?

Does your Community Group/Organisation require a
speaker to attend your meeting?  
If the answer is yes, and you would like a guest speaker to
provide a talk on the Miles of Smiles Community Car
Scheme contact David Sharples or Julliette Atkinson on
0161 339 2345.
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