
very helpful and we received a
response within a couple of
weeks. Michael is also keen to
provide guidance even where
the Trust is unable to offer any
financial support."

Issue 80 September 2008

What’s inside 
the Community
News?

Page 2
Letters to Editor &
We are watching you

Page 3
Blooming great
gardens & 
Hatton Cup

Page 4
Hattersley FC awards
& Point 2 Point needs
volunteers drivers

Page 5
Arundale on World
Stage & 
Want to lose weight

Page 6
School bowled over &
Healthy Walkers

Page 7
Employment
opportunities

Page 8
Community Messages
& How to contact
Community News

WITH ALL THE
development work taking
place in the area it’s
important that residents,
particularly senior
residents, are on their
guard against bogus
callers. Already there have
been reports of residents
being taken advantage of
by these unscrupulous
people who prey on
vulnerable members of the
community.

KKeeeepp iinn mmiinndd
I f

someone calls at your home
saying they are from Peak
Valley or Casey’s better safe
than sorry - so always ask for
identification and ring their
offices to confirm their
identity.

If in doubt call the project
office for confirmation on
0161 366 3960 or if it’s out of
office hours ring the Police
on 0161 872 5050 or if it’s an
emergency ring 999 straight
away.

Never let anyone into your
home that hasn’t made an
appointment or telephoned
you beforehand.

Peak Valley would
only ever send
correspondence out
on their official letter
headed paper and
they would never ask
for cash for work to
be done to your
property.

Casey’s (the builders)
will also never ask for
money for any work.

Bogus
Callers
in the
area

Remember
If in doubt

Keep them out

News awarded
£30,000 grant
VOLUNTEERS and
staff at Hattersley &
Mottram Community
Media (HMCM), which
produces the
Hattersley & Mottram
Community News, got
some terrific news in
July when they found
out their application
for a grant from
Tameside Trust to fund
production of the
Community News for
the next two years had
been successful. 

On Wednesday 30
July, HMCM's volunteers
accepted a cheque from
Michael Colin, Tameside
Trust's administrator, at
the Community News
room in Hattersley
Community Centre. 

The Tameside Trust,
which supports
organisations and groups
based exclusively in
Tameside, will provide
grant funding of £30,316
over two years that will
pay for the newspapers
printing and distribution,
the Talking Community
News and other office
costs until April 2010. 

HMCM manager,

Picture taken by Community Photographer Jo
Left to Right Councillor Jim Fitzpatrick (HMCM

Trustee), Jean Crossley (Talking News
volunteer), Michael Colin from Tameside Trust,

Richard Verling & The Duck (Community
Reporters), Caroline Gregory(HMCM Trustee),

Bill Harris (who helps out in lots of ways
including reporting for the Community News)
and finally Marco (Community Photographer)

Muriel Stretton explained:
"Applying for grants can be a
difficult process but applying
for a grant from the Tameside
Trust's was surprisingly easy. If
you are thinking of making an
application I would advise you
to go ahead. Their
administrator Michael Colin is

AS A RESULT of the
success of the blood
pressure testing at
the Co-op last year,
when over 100 people
were tested, you’ll be
pleased to know
more sessions are
planned to take place

between the 8 – 21
September. 

As part of a
T a m e s i d e - w i d e
campaign at least two
sessions will be
organised in Hattersley
and this year other
tests will be available.

There will be lots of
posters promoting
when and where these
sessions will be taking
place but if you want
more information call
health worker Carlos
on 0161 368 2096.

Blood Pressure 
Know your numbers

Turn to page four  to find out about
the  consultation and how you can
hear the ideas and make your
views known.

What will happen to
precinct land and
area around it after
the development of 
new community
facilities?



School bursar secures
£100,000 
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Letters to the Editor

The views expressed on the letters page of the Community
News are the views of the writer and don’t necessarily
reflect the views of the newspaper management.

Dear Editor
Referring to the letter in last
month’s Community News
saying that not to many kids
from Hattersley, go to Mottram &
Hattersley Boxing Club. I can’t
say that many kids go to the
Boxing Club for what reason I
do not know.

Mottram and Hattersley A.B.C
was always a booming club with
a great camaraderie, which from
what I have seen it doesn’t
seem to have anymore.

I have seen kids getting ready
and training on their own, I have
also seen kids from Mottram &
Hattersley sat on their own at
boxing shows, this is not good,
when you are a kid you need the
togetherness.

I know for a fact that Louvalite
A.B.C in Hyde has 40 kids
training there that’s because
boxing isn’t about train, train,
train you have to involve some
fun as well so kids enjoy what
they are doing. Also I believe
that Marcus Morrison could be
the next Ricky Hatton and he
has been taken to many
different clubs to train with
different kids and coaches.

Mottram and Hattersley has
got great facilities but that
doesn’t make it a great boxing
club, something is missing and
it’s just not the kids, the words
fun and enjoyment spring to
mind.
Abbo
Ex Old School Mottram &
Hattersley A.B.C

Boxing club has 
something missing

Not sure seeing is
believing

Dear Editor
A massive thank you to
everybody involved in the
Jamie Tregaskiss day. 

The day was a huge
success, because of
Hattersley Football Club and
the community. Through your
support, donations and
sponsorship we raised a
massive £5,465 with more
money still to come.

To those of you who were
outbid in the auction a
massive thank you.To those
who were successful many
thanks for your kind
generosity.
Neil Lonergan
Hattersley Resident

Thanks for support
for Jamie’s day

Dear Editor
I want to thank everyone for their
kind thoughts and wishes
throughout what has been a very
sad time. All kind donations were
sent to the Alzheimer's Society.
God bless you all.
Gladys
Hattersley Resident

Getting a letter in the Community
News is easy. You can bring it
into our offices in the Community
Centre Monday to Thursday
9.30am - 4.30pm, you can email
it to us (find our email address
on page eight) or you can post it
to us at HMCM, Community
Centre, Hattersley Rd East,
Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 3EQ.

God Bless You

Dear Editor
Seeing is Believing or is it?

I looked out my window
And what did I see
Brand new window frames
Looking back at me

I went to the workmen
Asked how can this be
We can’t have ours done
According to Peak Valley

They need to be cladded mate
That’s why ours are late
And we couldn’t have new
windows
On our given date

I went to our Councillors
He said the same
So are they a part
Of this lying game

I love this place
Where I have made my home
But with Peak Valley in the
chair
I think it’s time to roam

I would like a landlord
Who can tell the truth?
And make me safe and cosy
Under my own roof

Ann Murphy
Hattersley Resident

THE HATTERSLEY Policing team
have joined forces with Peak
Valley Housing and TMBC’s
Community Safety team this past
month to tackle youth nuisance
and its effects on the community,
in particular the more vulnerable
members. 

DDeeaalliinngg wwiitthh pprroobblleemmss
aatt TTaammeessiiddee CCoouurrtt

The police have obtained CCTV
footage of local young people who
have been gaining access into
Tameside Court and using the
stairwells and foyer areas as a youth
den. They have been causing
problems abusing the communal
areas with graffiti, littering, smoking
and general rowdy behaviour.

The Tameside Court tower block,
just off the precinct, is almost
exclusively inhabited by senior
residents and these young people’s
behaviour has caused distress to
people entering or leaving the
building, which seriously affects the
quality of life of the residents. 

YYoouunnggsstteerrss iiddeennttiiffiieedd
ffrroomm CCCCTTVV

Police were able to identify the
youngsters responsible from the
CCTV and they were invited to attend
Peak Valley Housing office with their
parents, where they were warned by
community safety, the housing and

the police
about their
c o n d u c t .
The young
p e o p l e
concerned
have all
agreed to
stay away
and there have been no repeat
incidents to date. Peak Valley tenants
were reminded that a consequence
of consistent repeat offending could
lead to them losing their tenancies.

Police have already begun
reviewing the CCTV cameras
recordings for other incidents of anti
social behaviour on Kingston Arcade
and will be taking the same course of
action this month.

CCoonnttaacctt uuss iiff yyoouu hhaavvee
aannyy pprroobblleemmss

The CCTV cameras are there to
protect the community and the Police
team at Hattersley openly encourage
residents to report any incidents of
anti social behaviour where CCTV
may assist and retrospective police
action will be taken. You can contact
the team on 0161 856 9493 or call
into their offices in the Community
Centre.

On the beat 
We are watching you!

ST JAMES’ “battling
bursar” Pam Hemmings
has won her fight for a
£100,000 grant to transform
their derelict nursery block
into an outdoor
environmental learning
area. 

Pam, who has been bursar
and premises manager at St.
James’ for the past 16 years,
said: “There were growing
concerns amongst staff and
parents about the
deteriorating condition of the
nursery block, which had been
disused since 2001.  

Pam who has been studying at
Manchester Metropolitan University
to gain a school business
management qualification, decided
to campaign for funding to demolish
the nursery block and create an
outdoor learning environment. 

She managed to persuade her
tutors that her campaign could form
the case study on which her business
qualification could be based.

The campaign was successful with
the Diocese of Shrewsbury and
Tameside Council jointly awarding
the school £100,000.

Pam explained: “It took a lot of
effort but it was all worthwhile. It’s so

exciting to see what has been a
dream come to reality. It has so many
benefits - it will save the school a
fortune in security and repair costs, it
will improve the appearance of the
school, but above all it will create a
useful and attractive ‘outdoor
classroom’ which will help the
children learn about all manner of
environmental and sustainability
issues.”

John Freeley, managing director of
J Freeley Ltd, who were involved in
clearing the site said: “This is a most
unusual project where the funding
has been secured by the single-
minded determination of a person
who wants to improve the school and
the opportunities of its youngsters.”

PC Steve Oswald

PC Steve Oswald
Reporter

L to R Leah Bradburn, Liam
Tongue, John Freeley managing

director of J Freeley & school
bursar Pam Hemmings 
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ON THE 23 July Peak
Valley Housing Association
held their annual garden
competition and this year
there were 21 entries. One
very important participant
was missing from this
year's competition, resident
Maurice Shepherd, who
has won the competition
for the last three years,
joined by Councillor Jim
Fitzpatrick as one of the
judges.

Maurice and Councillor
Fitzpatrick travelled all over
the estate and saw some
amazing gardens. Councillor
Fitzpatrick explained: "The
time and effort people put
into their gardens never
ceases to amaze me and
it's always really difficult
trying to decide on the
winning gardens."

This year’s winner was Mr
Dean from Sylvester Close
who won £100, in second
place was Mr & Mrs Bevins
from Bunkers Hill Road who
received £75 and in third
place was Mr Cleworth from
Kennedy Gardens who won
£50. This year's special
award went to Ms Bailey
from Porlock Avenue
because the judges felt her
bright and colourful garden
had an impact on the whole
avenue.

As winners of the
competition, Mr Dean's
garden will be entered into
the Tameside's Champion
of Champions competition
and fingers crossed, his
garden will prove to be the
best in the whole of
Tameside.

Some blooming
great gardens

Winner Mr Dean receives his winners
certificate from Councillor Jim Fitzpatrick

Hatton cup for first bird home
from Staintes
MANY YEARS ago when the
Longdendale Homing Society was
looking for new Headquarters, I
spoke to the then landlord of the
New Inn, Mr Ray Hatton who made
us most welcome, so much so that
we are still using the New Inn as our
Headquarters. 

I spoke to Ray a few weeks ago and
I mentioned that it had been a long
time since the club had received any
new trophies and Ray did not hesitate,
he told me to organise a trophy then
pass the bill to him. This was duly done
and the result was a 14” shield
inscribed: The Hatton Shield - Donated
to Longdendale Homing Society by the
Hatton Family 2008. The shield will be

awarded to the winner of the longest
race of the season, which is from
Saintes, France a distance of 536
miles.

Winning this race is a fantastic
achievement for any pigeon fancier.
The first ever winner of this race was
Mr W Holden of Longdale Drive who is
the most senior member of the
Society, at 80 years young. His
winning pigeon was the only one to get
home on the day of the birds liberation.

Tommy Murtagh, the current landlord
of the New Inn, is also a great landlord.
This year Tommy has donated many
cash prizes to the club. The club give
their sincerest thanks to the Hatton
family and Tommy Murtagh.

By Tom Roden
Community Reporter

Above Mr W Holden with his
bird GB.07.V.20350

EVER FEEL you are being
ripped off on the
phone? Have ever had
to contact a government
department like benefits
agency, pensions or the
DVLA for example by
phone and been told to
ring a 0870, 0845 or a 0844
number?

WWho iis mmaking
millions?

According to the internet
site, The Register the DVLA
apparently made £3.4
million last year by forcing
you to use these numbers.
Not only government
departments, but many
utility services and big
businesses also use these
types of numbers. Don’t be
fooled, these are not free
numbers and they can cost
more that normal telephone
numbers.

Say nno tto 008770
However, there is a way

round their scam; if you use
the internet, go to:
www.saynoto0870.com.
The website will scan for a
geographical equivalent or
an 0800 number if available,
which of course is free.

Another pain in the rear is
to call a number then a
machine tells you to push
this button and then push
another button, then after
pushing several buttons you
are told to wait for the next
available advisor. 

Play tthem aatt ttheir
own ggame

Did you know that if you
don’t press a button or just
press 0 you can get to
speak to a real person
straight away? Again a
website can help you on this
at www.gethuman.com
which will advise you which
button to press to be put
through to a human voice. 

Remember, it’s YOUR
MONEY they are after.

By Brian Hough   
Community Reporter  

Remember there is a free
phone in Hattersley
Neighbourhood Partnership
offices, on the precinct,
that you can use to ring
benefit agencies or you
can use if you are looking
for work.

Free Phone

Are callers
ripped off on
the phone?

Hattersley couple
scoop Urban
Champion Award
LOCAL GP John
Patterson and
wife Sam, who
have worked
with young
people in
Hattersley for
the last five
years, won a
special award
for urban heroes
at a prestigious
awards ceremony
in July. 

John and Sam were
presented with the Urban
Hero Champion Award at
an event hosted by city
youth charity The Message
Trust. The event honoured
young achievers from
Manchester who have
made a difference to their
communities. 

John and Sam, who have
three children of their own
moved to Hattersley in 2003
to volunteer on the Eden
project. Both run kids clubs,
sports activities and are
involved in mentoring young
people. 

John’s GP training has
also helped several heroin
addicts get into
rehabilitation programmes.
One former addict, Anthony
Halliwell, said: “After years
of being involved in gang
and gun culture, I¹d become
a heroin addict, I messed
up big time.  John ran a

football club and for me it
was the only bit of normality
in my life. He got me in to a
rehabilitation programme in
Birmingham and even when
I went he was still in touch,
coming up to see me every
month. He’s opened up
doors for me. They’ve got
such a heart for Hattersley.”

Gareth Lloyd Jones, a
friend from the Eden
Hattersley team, who
nominated them for the
award, explained: “John
and Sam are so good with
the kids they throw
themselves into everything.
Their home is a real hub of
the community.”

Other winners included a
former drug addict and
offender now a husband
and father in full time
education and a team of
young entrepreneurs who
have set up a pioneering
fair-trade cooperative.

John & Sam receiving 
their award
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IN JULY, HATTERSLEY
Football Club held their
sixth annual awards
presentation evening
at Hyde Town Hall,
where the hard work
and efforts of everyone
involved with the club,
players, managers and
volunteers was
acknowledged and
celebrated.

Shelagh Walton from
Tameside MBC Healthy
Schools team was the
MC for the evening and
the special guest on
hand to present the
awards, was Manchester
United Youth Team
player, Scott Moffatt.
Joining the teams in their
celebration was Councillors
Jim Fitzpatrick and Sean
Parker-Perry as well as
almost 300 other well
wishes.

As the night
progressed, each team
took it in turns to receive
their awards, which
included Players’ Player,
Manager’s Player, Most
Outstanding Player and

Most Improved Player of
the season. The delight
in every player’s eyes,
from under 8’s right
through to the under
18’s, was clear for
everyone to see. 

JJaammiiee rreecceeiivveess
eennddeeaavvoouurr aawwaarrdd
An emotional highlight

of the evening was when
the winner of the ‘Steve
Alford Best Endeavour
Award’, was announced
as Jamie Tregaskiss.
This award is given for
outstanding commitment
and dedication to the
club.  

Jamie, who has
recently been diagnosed
with a serious illness,
which has prevented him
from participating in
football, was described
as a very, very special
lad. 

Jamie has been a
player with the club since
he was six years old and
throughout that time he
never gave his manager
Neil a moment’s trouble.

Hattersley
FC awards
evening

A GROUP OF children at St.
James’ junior schools
worked really hard recently
at four special physical
activity sessions doing lots
of activities, which
encouraged teamwork ,
leadership, negotiating and
helping each other. 

The sessions, which were
organised by Carlos from
Hattersley’s health team,
were lead by a specialist

instructor called Lee Myers
who has done similar
sessions at Pinfold and
Arundale Schools. Lee said ‘”I
have been impressed with
this group who communicated
and worked together very
well. They achieved a lot.”
Class teacher, Mrs Jackson
and Headteacher, Mrs Walker
both saw the benefits of the
sessions and actually joined
in one of them.

Youngsters receive certificates for 
their hard work

Top marks at lessons in teamwork,
leadership, negotiating & helping
each other

Six ‘Rules of Success’ which
the children had to use
throughout the sessions
were:
Do what you are asked the

first time
Don’t talk or interrupt while

others are talking
Always be honest, never lie

or cheat
Always leave people with a

smile
Always say please and thank

you
Be patient with yourself and

others

Farewell to the Murphy family
IN JULY members of the
community joined together at St.
Barnabas to say farewell to
EDEN leader Sharon Murphy and
her family. After spending almost
seven years living in Hattersley
and working as part of the EDEN
team, Sharon's family are off to
pastures new in Bournemouth.

Sharon told us: "We arrived here
about seven years ago bringing
with us the EDEN bus and the
hope of spreading the message of
God amongst the youth of
Hattersley. After a bit of a shaky
start youngsters soon began to
enjoy the bus especially when the
dark nights and terrible weather
came." 

When they move to
Bournemouth, Sharon and her
husband will job share as co-
ordinator at the local Anglican
Church and her husband will attend
Bible College.

Over the years EDEN have set
up many activities, which will now
be taken over by Simon Davidson.
Simon has lived on Hattersley for
six years and has been a member
of the church for seven. 

As Sharon and family get set to
leave Hattersley she explained: "I
feel safe in the knowledge that the
EDEN project is being left in
capable hands, and we wish
everyone every happiness for the
future."

By Sandy Tetelini
Community Reporter

In spite of his illness
Jamie still turned out for
training and helped
fundraise for the team’s
recent trip to Holland.
His attitude, strength and
ability to keep smiling
has surprised even his
father. Jamie is truly
worthy of this award and
his endeavour is truly
one for all to admire.
Upon receiving his
award from Scott and
Steve the whole
audience were all on
their feet applauding this
brave young man.

Point 2 Point 
Requires volunteer drivers

Are you aged between
21 and 70 and have
spare time to fill

Excellent Opportunities
for volunteer drivers

D1 license essential

Volunteer expenses paid

If you are interested call
0161 367 8014 for an
informal chat

Point 2 Point is a registered charity, providing low cost, fully accessible
transport to community groups and schools throughout Tameside.

£300 raised
for Marie Curie
Cancer Care
A GOOD time was had by all
who went to the Blooming
Big Tea Party in the
Community Centre in July. 

There was lots of fun with
bingo and raffles and £300
was raised for Marie Curie
Cancer Care who provide free
nursing care to cancer patients
and people with other terminal
illnesses in their own homes.
Thanks to everyone who
supported the event.

By Betty Holland 
Community Reporter



ARUNDALE SCHOOL was a
topic of discussion on the
World stage, at a recent
conference held in South
Korea, when the pen pal club
set up between youngsters at
Arundale and a school in
South Korea was discussed
during private conversations.

In early July I was contacted by
Colonel George Gadd O.B.E, the
President of the International
Federation of Korean War
Veterans.  He told me that when
attending a conference in Korea,
Arundale School’s pen pals had
been discussed and that the
Korean officials had given
Colonel Gadd gifts for the
youngsters in Hattersley.

HHoonnoouurreedd ttoo
pprreesseenntt ggiiffttss ttoo

AArruunnddaallee
At the end of year assembly

held on 25 July I had the honour
and privilege to present those
gifts to the youngsters involved in
the pen pal club. Elinor Pragnall,
Jordana Howarth and Ben
Marchington were the first to
exchange letters and as they are
getting ready to move onto senior
school youngsters Niall
Whitehead, Toni Stevens and
Jack Owen have now joined the
club. The children involved were
each presented with one of the
small gifts

Head Teacher, Mrs Connor
praised the six children for
creating friendships with others
so far away. Mrs Hwa Sook
Song, the Korean teacher wrote
to me thanking our children for
the help they had given to her
class during the recent English
tests.  For the Korean people to
send those gifts shows just how
much they appreciate the work
done by these young people from
Hattersley. So well done to
everyone at Arundale for showing
the world how things should be
done.
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Arundale on the
World Stage

Arundale’s pen pals in South Korea
L to R – Mrs Hwa Sook Song (Black
dress), Billy Han, Mrs Frost, Sandy,

Kim, Lilly Woo, Jennifer, 
Jenny Han, Min Song

By Brian Hough
Community Reporter

THE DENTON Royal British
Legion have been sending shoe
boxes to the troops in
Afghanistan for the last few
months and if you would like to
send a box to the troops they
will be happy to pass it on for
you.

The boxes contain small
toiletries, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
biscuits, pens, pencils, small note
pads etc (but aerosols cannot be
sent) for both the lads and lasses.
If anyone is interested in donating
any of these items for the shoe
boxes, they can be left with Gail at
Hattersley Community Centre,
where they will be collected from
and your gifts will be appreciated
by all the troops.

By Alex Shaw
Community Reporter

Shoe Boxes
for the troops

MAKING THE very best
use of Hattersley &
Mottram Community
Media’s (HMCM) website
at www.hmcm.org.uk is
something the staff and
volunteers are always
trying to do and they have
recently come up with a
‘Recommend a trades
person or service’ thread.

Each year the Community
News invites readers to
recommend trades people
or services they have used
and been satisfied with
through a special column in
the paper. It’s difficult to do
this more than once or
twice a year as there  are
always many more stories
to go in the paper than
there is space for. 

So to give residents an
opportunity to do this on an
ongoing basis we have
begun a thread in the
‘Hattersley Talk’ forum on
our website where you can
make a recommendation or
find a trades person or
service that has a
recommendation from a
local person.

You can find out how to
make your recommendation
on the thread at
www.hmcm.org.uk/index.ph
p?q=node/390

Recommend
a trades
person or 
service

FOLLOWING THE
completion of a
recent ‘Weight
Matters’ course
the participants
were given £5 to
spend on a
healthy bag of
shopping at the
local Co-op store
in Hattersley.  

Weekly ‘Weight
Matters’ sessions,
which are relaxed
and friendly focus
on making small
changes to your lifestyle to
help you lose weight and
feel healthier.

Barbara, who took part
in the recent course said:
“The course is very
informative and I learnt
loads”. Paula recommends
the course and said: “It’s
friendly and you get group

support, plus it gets me
out of the house.” Alice
another course member
said: “Come along and
give it a try, you have
nothing to lose apart from
weight.”

The weekly sessions
cover topics such as

Want to lose
weight & gain
£5?

L to R Kerry (Co-op staff), residents Alice Lucas,
Paula Joyce, Barbara Jacobs & course leader

Sarah Burke

portion size, food labels,
self-esteem and activity,
and what’s more it’s
completely free to attend.
The next course will be
starting on Wednesday 17
September at the
Hattersley Community
Centre from 1pm - 2.30pm.

For more information or
to book yourself a place
call Carlos at the
Hattersley Neighbourhood
partnership office on 0161
368 2096.

FOLLOWING REQUESTS
from lots of residents a
number of first aid sessions
will now be running in
September. 

If you've already put your
name down we'll be in touch
but if you haven't, just call
Carlos on 0161 368 2096 (or
pop into the Hattersley
Neighbourhood Partnership
offices).  

If you have little ones there

may be a number of limited
crèche places available. When
the details are confirmed
they'll be displayed across the
estate. 

Following the first aid
sessions there will be a
number of food hygiene
courses. Already over 115
people have put their name
down so get your name added
to the list by giving Carlos a
call.

First aid can be a life saver
Join a local course starting soon




